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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

2024 Garden Trends Part 2

Noxious d and invasive Euphorbia, leafy spurge, killed native plants.

... continued from Page OH1

We must also garden for wildlife to ensure the viability of our landscapes.
One of my apple trees supplies late-harvest tasty treats not only for my fam-
ily and friends, but also for the birds, bees, squirrels, raccoons, foxes, rab-
bits, and other creatures that frequent the orchard.

The United Nations projects that by the year 2050, 89% of people will be
living in urban areas. Container gardening increased by 200% in 2022 and
as people move to smaller spaces, demand for container gardening will
continue. Bring a pot of amaryllis into the house and watch the blooms un-
fold. Hanging gardens will be a trend for 2024 while edible gardens are all
the rage. In addition to herbs and vegetables, I am cultivating mustard
greens which are harvested young to be added to salads or steamed as a
vegetable.

Trees of the future is a theme as we save our vital canopies. As people
learn more about the benefits of trees, they will want to plant specimens that
will enhance their spaces while also providing shade for humans and a habi-
tat for wildlife. Trees will be up-lit to add drama to the night garden. In the
past few months, I have reinstated landscape lighting to showcase the archi-
tecture of my trees. A favorite tree for our environment is the crape myrtle.
Crape myrtles offer four seasons of splendor, including breathtaking bark in
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winter. Birds and humming-
birds flock to my trees.

By reusing and repur-
posing many home prod-
ucts, we will neutralize our
carbon footprints. The vivid,
wild, and powerful color of
the year is called cyber
lime. This is a hyper-bright
green that signifies the con-
nection between nature and
technology. I see it in the
new leaves on my sage
plants, and naturally on my
lemon and lime trees. Ac-
cording to the Garden
Trends Report, cyber lime is
gender-inclusive, fashion-
able, and complements
most colors. It looks terrific
in combination with purple,
pink, orange, yellow, white,
and other neon. The color
“green” echoes nature and
will continue to work in
harmony with interior dé-
cor, stimulating and ener-
gizing our body, mind, and
spirit. You’ll find this bold lime hue in
many indoor and outdoor plants includ-
ing hellebores, heuchera, spirea, echi-
nacea, hydrangea, zinnia, pothos, philo-
dendron, lemongrass, mint, coleus, potato
vine, and many more.

Though its bracts are a gorgeous lime
green, one plant that I don’t recommend
because it is terribly invasive is euphor-
bia, also called leafy spurge. Its root sys-
tem spreads rapidly and produces a
chemical that stops other plants from
growing. The leaf’s milky juice irritates
the skin. Leafy spurge was introduced
from Europe as a garden plant, but it has
now escaped into hills, fields, roadsides,
and my orchard. What began with a sin-
gle specimen in my landscape exploded to
cover a hillside and kill the growing na-
tives. I have been working to eradicate it
from my land for at least two decades. It is a noxious weed to be avoided.

Let’s be eco-optimists in 2024 and assist the winds of change to help us
find our true direction.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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The citron lemon reflects the cyber lime
color of the year.
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baby mustard leaves to
add a peppery flavor to food.
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